The needs of relatives during the patient's stay in intensive care following routine cardiac surgery.
The review outlines and discusses the original study carried out by Molter (1979) which explored the needs of relatives in the intensive care setting. It explores studies which have replicated and developed the knowledge generated by Molter's study in both USA and UK. The needs of relative are endless and individual and must be set within the context of the family. There appears to be some dissonance between relatives' perceptions of their needs and nurses understanding and ability to meet their needs. Communication and creation of a therapeutic relationship between nurses and relatives is fundamental to the provision of holistic care. There are few studies which have focused on relatives within the cardiothoracic intensive care setting.